March 5, 2008

FISA, Foreign Intelligence Surveil-
lance Act, back into the discussion.
And certainly that came up during our
discussion with the general and the
ambassador at the American embassy,
or at the embassy in Baghdad that
night.

Again, remember, we’re talking
about not surveillance on someone
who’s in Dallas calling someone who’s
in Washington. We’re talking about
surveillance on someone who is in per-
haps one of those federally adminis-
tered tribal areas in Pakistan or some-
one who’s in Afghanistan commu-
nicating with someone in Iraq, because
that method of communication may be
putting up a Web site. There may be an
embedded message on a Web site. But
because that Web site may be carried
on wires that go through the United
States of America, then suddenly it be-
comes something that is under the ju-
risdiction, in some people’s mind, of
the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance
Act. And in order to find out who put
the Web site up, you’d have to go
through the FISA Court to get that in-
formation. But these Web sites tend to
be rather ephemeral. They don’t stay
up that long. But it’s problematic be-
cause you can’t know who put up the
Web site. You can’t know who visited
the Web site. And if you need to, you
can’t take it down without going
through a 72-hour process in the FISA
Court.

A little less than a year ago, when
some of our soldiers were kidnapped in
Iraq, we gave their captors a 10-hour
head start because of issues with the
Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act
and having to go through the courts to
get permission. You can’t fight a war
that way. We’re either serious or we’re
not serious. And I think because of the
concern that I heard over being able to
protect not just our troops over there,
but protect American citizens here at
home, I think this is a critical piece of
legislation.

Again, if we would just simply take
up the legislation as passed by the Sen-
ate, passed overwhelmingly in the Sen-
ate, there are enough Members on my
side, there are enough Members on the
other side that this bill would be
passed and America’s protection could
once again be more secure. In the
meantime, we’re playing a very dan-
gerous, dangerous game, not only with
our homeland security here in the
United States but also as it turns out
with our soldiers who are doing so
much for us over in Iraq, Afghanistan
and Pakistan.

We talk about a war on terror, but
the reality is we’re fighting a war
against radical Islam. Terror is one of
the tactics that’s used in that fight. I
don’t think there’s any question that
we need to keep our focus on each of
those countries, Iraq, Afghanistan and
Pakistan, certainly redouble our ef-
forts in Afghanistan and really begin
thinking long term. You know, we hear
people who want to have an 8-month
time line. They want to talk about, be-
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tween here and November, the election
day in November.

The enemy doesn’t have a time line
that’s that short. The enemy has a
time line that’s years, decades or
longer. And you almost have to think
in those terms to be able to satisfac-
torily prepare and satisfactorily pro-
tect our country, because if you’re just
short-term focused on what happens
between now and election day in No-
vember, that’s probably not going to be
sufficient for protecting America. Our
enemies are thinking in terms of 100
years. Maybe we need to think in terms
of 100 years. Certainly, our America
and our allies have to be able to match
and keep up with them every step of
the way.

Each of these battles is winnable.
There’s no question. From a tactical
and strategic standpoint there is no
one who can stand up against the
United States, so the battles are win-
nable, but they’re not yet won.

Again, success in one conflict means
success in the other. Failure in one
means failure elsewhere. You know, in
fact that’s not just the Middle East.
That’s in the United States and pos-
sibly extending to other freedom-lov-
ing nations in the world.

It is not time for us to pull our forces
down and just think about coming
home. We are very close to, again, es-
tablishing on the ground in the coun-
try of Iraq a country that is respon-
sible to its people, provides for their
benefit and their welfare, is a stable
partner for peace in the Middle East.
Those are worthwhile goals and we
need to continue to pursue those.

It is a time that calls for statesmen
and not politicians. It does require a
vision that does encompass a time line
that is longer than just the next 8
months.

I can’t say it often enough. You're
going to have to look to the next gen-
eration. You can’t just focus on the
next election because that’s the wrong
perspective to have.

I want to thank our troops who are
working over there day and night in
our behalf. It is sometimes seemingly
thankless work, but again, I would
stress, well, let me just show you one
more picture, Mr. Speaker. And al-
though these individuals are dressed in
military uniforms, they’re actually De-
partment of Defense civilians. They
work on the mine resistant ambush
protected vehicle facility near Camp
Victory just outside of Baghdad. These
vehicles, and you can see one in the
background, a very heavily armored
vehicle. They are built to withstand
the mine blasts and the IED blasts.
And you see a group of very, very dedi-
cated individuals standing there
around that vehicle, very proud of the
work they do. Most of these individ-
uals, again, the men and women are ci-
vilians from my home State of Texas,
not in my district, but up in northeast
Texas, the Red River Army depot near
Texarkana. In fact, most of the people
that we see in the picture are very
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likely constituents of my neighbor and
good friend RALPH HALL. But again
clearly proud of the work they are
doing. They understand the value that
they bring, the benefit that they bring
to our soldiers by providing this type
of vehicle. They don’t have the best
shock absorbers in the world, but they
are certainly functional and certainly
are providing a great deal of protection
for our troops. I can’t say enough about
the wonderful people that are defend-
ing us in all three countries. Also in
Kuwait and the United Arab Emirates.
We had a brief refueling stop in the
United Arab Emirates and got to meet
with some soldiers there, a wonderful
group of people who are working their
hearts out on behalf of their country.
The least we can do here in the United
States Congress is offer them our faith-
ful support until their mission is com-
plete.

——————

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. CONYERS (at the request of Mr.
HOYER) for today until 7:30 p.m. on ac-
count of weather delays.

Mr. ORTIZ (at the request of Mr.
HOYER) for today until 5 p.m.

Mr. TANNER (at the request of Mr.
HOYER) for today until 12:30 p.m.

Mr. POE (at the request of Mr.
BOEHNER) for today after 12:30 p.m. and
March 6 on account of official business.

———

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. ELLISON) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Mr. ELLISON, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. SPRATT, for 5 minutes, today.

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Ms. FOXX) to revise and extend
their remarks and include extraneous
material:)

Mr. BURGESS, for 5 minutes, March
12.

Mr. POE, for 5 minutes, March 12.

Mr. JONEsS of North Carolina, for 5
minutes, March 12.

Mr. DREIER, for 5 minutes, today and
March 6.

Ms. FoxXx, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. McCOTTER, for 5 minutes, today
and March 6.

Mr. BRADY of Texas, for 5 minutes,
today.

———
ADJOURNMENT

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 11 o’clock and 44 minutes
p.m.), the House adjourned until to-
morrow, Thursday, March 6, 2008, at 10
a.m.
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